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SUBJECT: SOVIET EMBASSY PROTEST ABOUT SHIP JUMPER CASE 

REF: STATE 303167 

1 . SOVIET EMBASSY SENT DEPARTMENT BY MESSENGER A DIPLOMA- 
TIC NOTE CHARGING THAT OUR NOT ARRANGING A MEETING FOR 
SOVIET CONSUL PONOMAREV WITH SHIP JUMPER IN NEW ORLEANS 
CONSTITUTED VIOLATION OF CONSUL CONVENTION. 

2. FULL TEXT OF DEC 22 NOTE FOLLOWS: 

3. THE EMBASSY OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS 
CALLS THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE'S ATTENTION TO THE FACT 
THAT IN SPITE OF THE UNEQUIVOCAL PROVISIONS OF THE CONSULAR 
CONVENTION (ARTICLE 12, PARAGRAPH 1), THE DEPARTMENT OF 
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STATE HAS PREVENTED AN EMPLOYEE OF THE CONSULAR SECTION OF 
THE EMBASSY FROM MEETING WITH U.S.S.R. CITIZEN VALENTIN 
GEORGIYEVICH BAKLAN WHO DISAPPEARED ON THE NIGHT OF DECEM- 
BER 15-16, 1977, UNDER MYSTERIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES, FROM THE 
VESSEL "KAPITAN KAMINSKIY" WHILE AT THE ROADSTEAD OF 
NEW ORLEANS HARBOR. 
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AN OFFICIAL OF THE U.S. IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SER- 
VICE AT THE NEW ORLEANS PORT DID NOT DISPUTE THE LEGALITY 
OF THE INTENTIONS OF THE EMBASSY'S CONSULAR OFFICER TO 
MEET WITH SAID SOVIET CITIZEN, WHOSE WHEREABOUTS ARE KNOWN 
TO THIS SERVICE, BUT HE DID STATE THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE HAD ISSUED INSTRUCTIONS NOT TO ALLOW THE MEETING TO 
TAKE PLACE, UNDER THE COMPLETELY GROUNDLESS PRETEXT THAT 
A STATE DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVE WOULD NOT BE ABLE ALSO 
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING. 

AT THE PRESENT TIME, SOVIET COUNSULAR OFFICERS ARE NOT 
AUTHORIZED TO MEET WITH V. G. BAKLAN UNDER THE PRETEXT THAT 
HE IS NOT IN NEW ORLEANS. 

THE MYSTERIOUSNESS OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF V. G. BAKLAN'S 
DISAPPEARNCE FROM THE VESSEL , AND ALSO THE POSITIONS TAKEN 
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND THE AMERICAN OFFICIAL 
AUTHORITIES ON THE QUESTION OF A MEETING BETWEEN HIM AND 
SOVIET CONSULAR OFFICERS, CASTS DOUBT ON THE VERSION 
ADVANCED BY THE AMERICAN SIDE THAT HE LEFT THE VESSEL ON 
HIS OWN FREE WILL AND APPEALED TO THE IMMIGRATION AUTHORI- 
TIES FOR HELP. 

THE EMBASSY LODGES A PROTEST WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WITH REGARD TO THE AMERICAN SIDE’S VIOLATION OF THE PROVI- 
SION OF THE SOVIET-AMERICAN CONSULAR CONVENTION WHICH 
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CLEARLY SPECIFIES THE RIGHT OF A CONSULAR OFFICER "WITHIN 
HIS DISTRICT TO MEET WITH. COMMUNICATE WITH, ASSIST, AND 
ADVISE ANY NATIONAL OF THE SENDING STATE AND, WHERE NECES- 
SARY, ARRANGE FOR LEGAL ASSISTANCE FOR HIM." 

THE EMBASSY EXPECTS THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE WILL TAKE 
MEASURES TO GIVE A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CONSULAR SECTION 
OF THE EMBASSY THE OPPORTUNITY TO PROMPTLY MEET FOR A 
DISCUSSION WITH CITIZEN V. G. BAKLAN. 

WASHINGTON, D.C., DECEMBER 22, 1977. END TEXT. VANCE 
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